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Dear Friends,  
 
Sometimes the internet is a hole I travel down. Somewhere down that hole I end up discovering things that may 

or may not matter in the long run. While poking around in the general area of “November holidays” and thinking 

about All Saints Day (which we will celebrate in worship on November 3rd) and Thanksgiving (which we will 

celebrate in worship on November 24th), I found a notice that the week of November 24-30 is National Family 

Week. Now, I’m not entirely certain that National Family Week is a thing. The website for 

nationalfamilyweek.org hasn’t been updated since 2010. It does however appear that each year the President of 

the United States issues a proclamation about National Family Week, so maybe it is a thing. Whether it’s a thing 

or not, I’d never heard of National Family Week, but my interest sparked, and I started thinking about family. 
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When it comes to families of origin our Bibles have a mixed record of how that worked out for folks. 

Early on in our sacred story Abram is called by God to leave his father and his father’s family in order to begin 

the adventure of answering God’s call. His sons, grandsons, and great-grandsons would all have their own issues 

around family, loyalty, deception, and reconciliation. Jesus says really helpful things like, “I’ve come to turn a 

man against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law.” On the 

other hand, our Bibles contain, in both Exodus and Deuteronomy the command, “Honor your father and your 

mother so that your life will be long on the fertile land that the LORD your God is giving you.” And Jesus, who 

acknowledges that his mission and message will separate families, also affirms “honor your father and mother” 

as one of the foundational commandments. Like I said, our Bibles have a mixed record on biological families.  

 When it comes to the families that we choose, it isn’t too far into the story of the early church when the 

community of Jesus’ followers start to be identified as a family – in fact in happens in the first chapter of Acts. 

At this point in the story the whole community was about 120 people. Ever since those first 120 people were 

identified as a family, Christian communities have been using family as a metaphor to describe themselves.  

 This often means that Christian communities carry with them the joys and challenges that families of 

origin carry with them. There is function and dysfunction. There are times when being together is easy and there 

are times when being together is a struggle. There are times when everyone is on the same page and moving 

forward together and times when everyone is just trying to figure out things for themselves. And like with a 

family, Christian community requires everyone’s contributions in order to make the whole thing work.  

 As my children have learned to be more self-sufficient there are certain chores that they’ve taken on at 

home. They are learning to be responsible for their laundry, they’re pretty good at unloading the dishwasher, and 

they are often responsible for getting trash and recycling bins out to the curb and back. They will also sometimes 

ask, “Well, if you didn’t want to do X for us, why did you have kids?” (Charming, aren’t they?) And then I try to 

explain that it takes all of us working together to make the household function. That we do things to help each 

other, and maybe if we’re all working together we can get to the fun – usually some sort of game. 

 Here at WRUMC it takes all of us working together in order to make this family run as well. As we come 

together for Sunday morning worship our worship services come more fully alive as musicians and liturgists, 

sound techs and storytellers, ushers and visual artists bring their gifts to the community and to God. In our 

spiritual formation and education we need students and teachers, explorers and wonderers so that we can all grow 

together as disciples of Jesus. Our physical campus is, you may have noticed, rather large and we also need folks 

attending to it, so that way this space can be used for mission and ministry for years to come (hint: put work day 

Dec 14th on your calendar now). It takes our financial gifts as well. Your generosity, whether that’s a tithe or a 

step towards tithing, also helps maintain our mission, ministry, and space.  

 So it goes as I learned about National Family Week. At my house it takes all four of us working together 

to keep things humming along. Here at WRUMC it takes each and everyone of us, folks of all ages and stages, to 

keep things humming along. And hopefully, in my house, in your house, and together at WRUMC we keep 

things humming along, not just because that’s the easiest way forward, but because that’s how we work and 

serve God in the world. My favorite prayer in the wedding liturgy in our Book of Worship asks God to “enable 

[the couple] to grow in love and peace… that they may reach out in concern and service to the world.” I think 

these words carry meaning and purpose for us whether a couple is marrying to create a family, children are 

entering a home to create a family, or people are coming together from a variety of backgrounds at church to 

create a family. We come together to “reach out in concern and service to the world.”  

 In this season of remembering through All Saints Day and giving thanks at Thanksgiving, I am grateful 

for each and every one of you. I am grateful for the ways that you live and serve as saints in the making. I am 

grateful to be reaching out to the world with you. I am grateful to be part of a church family together.  

 Let us grow together in mission and ministry. 

 

See you in church,  

                        
 



                       

United Methodist Women 

 

 

 
Five members, Bev Barr Carole Clarke, Katie 

Goetz, Helen Lomas, Mary Marchini and 

Helen Marin met  at noon on October 7, 

2019 in Watters Hall.  Helen Lomas was the 

hostess.   

Bev read a devotion.  Helen presented an 

article from the Response Magazine 

presenting Dorcus, who is also called 

Tabitha.  “She was devoted to good works 

and acts of charity,” Acts 9:36. 

Next month we will discuss our finances 

with Carla and plan to make our pledges for 

2020.   

The UMW Western Jurisdiction Conference 

will be held in Tempe, Arizona on April 17th 

to the 19th, 2020. 

Helen brought a cake to celebrate Bev’s 

birthday this month. 

Fifteen personal care bags were packed for 

Bev to deliver to the Service League of San 

Mateo County. 

Our next meeting will be held on November 

4th at noon.  Evelyn Berk and Helen Marin 

will be hostesses. 

Helen Lomas 

 
 
 

Finance Committee 
 

Financial Facts 

    9/30/19 

Income    $152,158                       

Expenses   147,813 

Positive          4,345 

 

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT 

Leaves 

Leaves of trees come in a variety of shapes. 

There are even differences among leaves in same 

tree. Yet despite all their differences, all leaves 

have the same purpose: to make food for the tree, 

using water, light, and carbon dioxide. Without 

these three things the tree cannot grow or even 

survive. 

Your church is like a tree and its members are like 

leaves. Without their donations of time, talent and 

treasure, the church will suffer. However, with 

careful stewardship the church will flourish.  A 

healthy church, like healthy tree, will benefit 

many. It can be a source of inspiration. 

Remember this as you decide how you provide 

your time, talent and resources to make your 

“tree” flourish. 

UMC Stewardship  

 

 

November Birthdays 
 

Sara Dumanske November 1 

Tiernan Weaver November 1 

Katie Goetz November 3 

Gordon Kibbe November 6 

Georgina Dussau November 23                         

 

 

 



 
Church Conference 
Our Annual Church Conference to elect officers, 
celebrate our ministry highlights, receive reports, and 
look forward to 2020 will be on Sunday, November 
3rd following worship. We will meet in the chapel 
following fellowship time. Rev. Lisa Warner-Carey 
will preside. (Note: Katie will be presiding at Half 
Moon Bay UMC’s church conference on November 
17th and Crystal Springs UMC’s church conference 
on December 8th, so she’ll be leaving right after 
worship on those days.) 
 
Church Membership 
Are you interested in becoming a member of 
Woodside Road UMC? Members of WRUMC affirm 
their baptismal vows (those questions we’ve been 
talking about in worship in late September), commit 
to being loyal to Jesus through the United Methodist 
Church, and faithfully participate in the ministries of 
WRUMC through your prayers, presence, gifts, 
service, and witness. We will be talking more about 
prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness during 
our stewardship month of October and into 
November on All Saints Sunday. Please let Katie 
know if you are interested in church membership. 

All Saints Sunday 
On Sunday, November 3rd we will celebrate All 
Saints Sunday. We will honor the saints of the 
congregation who have died during the past year 
and provide a table for you to share pictures of the 
saints in your life who have joined the great cloud of 
witnesses.  

2 Bay District Training Events 
Join Katie and other leaders from across the Bay 
District in San Rafael at the cohort training for 
Mission: It’s Possible on Saturday November 9th 
from 9:30am to 11:30am. We will be introduced to 
strategic work that will carry us through the 
upcoming months (along with our circuit churches – 
Redwood City, First; Fale Hufanga; Crystal Springs; 
and Community Half Moon Bay).  
 

Join Anne, Lisa and leaders from across the Bay 
District in Millbrae on November 16th from 10am to 
3pm for “Six WOWs Every Guest Should 
Experience” presented by Griffith Coaching. 
 

Let Katie know if you are able to attend either of 
these events. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

United Methodist Student Day 
November 24th is United Methodist Student Day 
Right now there are UMC young people—who might 
not have had the resources to attend a school of 
their choice, or, for some, any school at all—who’ve 
been sent by you into the world God loves because 
of your giving to United Methodist Student Day. 
When you give generously you are support these 
students as they prepare for a life that unites faith 
with knowledge. 

What no one person or congregation can do alone, 
we’re doing together. 

 

     Mark Your Calendars for December 

 
Advent Midweek Noontime Worship 
Wednesdays with First Church, UCC 
December 4, 11, 18 

Christmas Pageant - December 8th in Worship 
If you want to be a part of the Pageant, please let 
Katie know. Folks of all ages and stages are 
welcome to participate.  
Rehearsals November 10 and 24 and December 1 
after worship,  
December 8 before worship 

Sing Joy! 
An Ecumenical Christmas Concert 
& Sing-along 
7 pm Friday, December 13th 
Messiah Lutheran Church 
1835 Valota Road, Redwood City 
Free Admission 

Work Day is December 14th at 9am to noon.  
We could use everyone’s help to get our campus 
cleaned up and ready for Christmas! Your help for 
even an hour is greatly appreciated. 

The Cookie Pack for the Service League of San 
Mateo County will be Saturday, December 21st in 
the morning.  
Everyone is welcome to come be a part of this all 
ages mission project as we create gift bags for 
inmates in the San Mateo County Jail to be 
distributed on Christmas Day.  

Christmas Eve Worship  
December 24th at 7pm in the Sanctuary 

 

 

 



  

 Nov 2019     
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 

 

 

 
  1 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
 

3                    
10:30 Worship 

10:45 Sun School 
11:45-1:30 

UMYF 
11:30 Coffee 
Fellowship 

11:45 
Church 

Conference 

4 
 

 
 
 
 

Noon 

Watters Hall 

 

 

 

5 
 

 

 

6 
 
 

7    
 

 

 

Choir Practice 

7:30 pm 

8 9 
 

 

 

Bay District  

Training 

San Rafael  

10 
10:30 Family 

Worship 
11:45-1:30 

UMYF  
11:30 Coffee 
Fellowship 

11:45 
Pageant 

Rehearsal 

11                    
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

12 

 

 

 

        7:00 pm 

     Trustees 

13 14 
 

 

Choir Practice  

7:30 pm 

15 16 
 

 

Bay District 

Training 

Millbrae  

            17       
10:30 Worship  

10:45 Sun School 
11:45-1:30 

UMYF  
11:30 Coffee 
Fellowship 

18 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19 
 
 

 

        2:30 

        Finance 

3:30 

Ad Council 

20 21 
 

 
Choir Practice  

7:30 pm 

22 
 

23 
 

24                  
10:30 Worship 

10:45 Sun School 
11:45-1:30 

UMYF  
11:30 Coffee 
Fellowship 

11:45 
Pageant 

Rehearsal 

25 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

26 
 

 

27 28 
 
 

Happy 

Thanksgiving! 

 

 

29 30 



 

 

Greetings to Everyone! 

Can you believe Thanksgiving is just around the corner?  One of the past traditions of our 

congregation has been to set up a Succoth booth to collect food goods to donate the week 

before Thanksgiving.  It would be so wonderful to do this again this year. 

However, your help is needed!  

First of all, food items will need to be donated.  Donations can be brought to church on the 

Sundays of 11/3, 10, 17 or they can be dropped off in the office in between.  

Secondly, help will be needed to take the food items to Second Harvest Food Bank in San 

Carlos or the Salvation Army. If you can help move the food to where it is needed the week 

before Thanksgiving, please let Katie know. 

Below is a list of acceptable donations to Second Harvest Food Bank in San Carlos: 

What are your most-needed food items?   

Second Harvest accepts all non-perishable food donations, but especially needs these 

nutritious items:  

Canned foods with pop-top lids, including: 

Tuna, salmon or chicken                                         

Fruit in its own juice or water 

Low-sodium vegetables 

Soup, stew or chili 

Peanut butter 

Olive or canola oil 

Spices (cinnamon, chili powder, cumin, salt-free spice blends) 

Low-sugar whole grain cereals 

Nutritious snacks (granola bars, nuts, dried fruit) 

Bottled water 

Please no glass containers, candy or sugar-sweetened drinks (soda, energy drinks, 

juice) 

What other items do you accept?   

Besides food and funds, we also accept the following:  

~ Toiletries 
~  Baby formula and diapers 
~  Paper towels and toilet paper 
~  Can openers 
~  Reusable tote bags 
~  Laundry detergent 

 

Get your can to church! 

 


