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June Tidings articles are due by May 15.
June Tidings will be available on the last Sunday in May.
Dear Friends,
I’ve been thinking about safety recently. Good Friday, which we celebrated not so long ago, does this to
me, because it reminds me each year that following Jesus isn’t necessarily a safe thing to do. Jesus, after all,
ended up hanging on a cross on Good Friday because the Roman Empire couldn’t handle his message of God’s
radical love and inclusion. When you challenge the power structure, when you suggest that God shows no
partiality, as we heard Peter say on Easter, well, things are likely to get messy for you.

It can be hard for me to stomach that following Jesus might not keep me safe. I like safety. I like bike
helmets and seat belts and everyone following the rules so that no one gets hurt. Sure, take risks, but take
them carefully. I’m challenged by the Easter story that says, “You might not stay safe, but radical love will win in
the end.” That’s a story that calls me out of my bubble of safety. I also recognize that I’m a cis-gendered, white
person, so when it comes to personal safety I occupy a place of privilege in our society; I’m the type of person
that our system is designed to protect.
While our Easter story reminds us that following Jesus doesn’t guarantee our safety, and may even put it at risk,
we are called to make sure that our church is a place of safety, especially for those who are most vulnerable. I
had lunch this week with Adriana Guzman, one of the organizers with Faith in Action. As she talked about
bringing people who are facing eviction together, multiple times she commented “churches are safe places.”
This is also true for children, youth, and vulnerable adults.
Here at Woodside Road UMC we are beginning to participate in Safe Gatherings – an on-line training and
screening program designed to help us protect young people and vulnerable adults. Sunday school teachers
and staff members, youth leaders and other volunteers are required to participate in this training which
includes both how we are to be in community with youth people here at WRUMC as well as awareness around
signs of abuse, neglect, and bullying. Because while following Jesus isn’t designed to keep us safe, as followers
of Jesus we have a responsibility to keep our children, youth, and other vulnerable folks safe.
Some of the most basic practices that we can observe include following a “rule of three” which means adults
are never alone one-on-one with unrelated children or youth. This is true for Sunday school classrooms and
youth outings or rides in the car. If a private conversation needs to be had, then it can be done out of earshot
but still within eye shot of others. If folks are “off campus” meeting up at a coffee shop is a great way to do this.
Text message or email conversations with youth should always have someone else cc’d on them – a parent,
another youth or youth leader, or the pastor. You get the idea. You may also be getting the idea that these
practices protect our children and youth, our youth leaders, Sunday school teachers, and staff, and the church.
I’m sharing all of this now because we’re about to start recruiting summer Sunday school teachers. If
you are interested in helping to teach Sunday school this summer, we need you to complete the online Safe
Gatherings training. Depending on how quickly you move through it, the training takes between 1 ½ and 3
hours. Once you’ve completed it, you are good to go for the next three years! (And I believe you can go back
and look the material again.)
Following Jesus is risky business, and my hope and prayer is that all of our young people, okay, really all
of us, will discern the ways in which they are called to put their own personal safety and comfort aside in order
to live lives of Christian discipleship. But alongside that my hope and my prayer is that WRUMC is a place of
safety for our children, youth, and vulnerable adults. A place where they are loved and nurtured, respected and
heard, valued and given the space to come fully alive in and through their faith journeys.
See you in church,

United Methodist Women

Finance Committee:
Financial Facts
3/31/19
Income
$60,248
Expenses 50,115
Positive
$10,133

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT
Members: Bev Barr, Evelyn Berk, Carole
Clarke, Anne Hinton, Betty Kibbe, Helen
Lomas, Jean Massing, Helen Marin, Gail
Nelson and Mary Nelson.
Thoburn Members Absent: Alice Allen, Jane
Day, Mary Marchini and Elizabeth Prasad.
The members met in Watters Hall at noon on
April 1st. Jean Massing and Evelyn Berk were
our hostesses. We celebrated Jean’s birthday
that will be on Sunday along with the other
April birthdays this month.

The Scripture calls each of us to a deeper
awareness of the wonders of God’s blessings,
the gifts, that He has showered on us in great
an abundance, and to the challenge to use those
gifts and talents creatively and responsibly.
UMC Stewardship

We are now members of the Bay District UMW
that covers Oakland, Modesto, South San
Francisco and Half Moon Bay. Meeting dates
will be posted on the board by Watters Hall.
We discussed the various Easter programs
here at our church and at First Church that are
being offered. Anne led a discussion about the
meaning of a “church family” and how it has
been relevant in her life.
We lifted up prayers for Mary Marchini and her
family. Her husband, David, recently passed
away. We also lifted up prayers for Mary
Nelson’s son, Craig and family.
We packed 15 personal care bags for the
Service League that Bev will deliver to their
office today.
Our next meeting will be May 6 at noon. Mary
Nelson will be our hostess.
Helen Lomas

Birthdays
Elijah Folau

May 2

Kristin Nelson

May 2

Rosa Arguluza

May 4

Lisette Fletcher

May 8

Jose Mauricio Rendon III

May 17

Nico Guarino

May 18

Galen Leach Taylor

May 24

Roger Stern

May 29

Penisimani (Ben) Folau

May 31

Rachel Petelo

May 31

Missionary Katherine Parker
Friday, May 24th at 9:30am
United Methodist missionary Katherine Parker will be
with us to share with us about her work in Nepal.
Katherine was last with us in June 2016 when she talked
about earthquake recovery and women’s health.
Katherine began serving in 2013 as part of the Health
Team of the United Mission to Nepal, focusing on water,
sanitation, and hygiene. She previously did similar work
with the Community Health and Agricultural
Development program of the Methodist Mission in
Cambodia. The United Mission to Nepal (UMN), an
ecumenical ministry, has a vision of a “fullness of life for
all in a transformed Nepali society.” United Methodists
have been involved with UMN since it was founded in
1954.
Native American Ministries Sunday
Sunday, May 5th
We will collect a special offering during the worship
service to support Native American ministries here in the
CA-NV Annual Conference and throughout the country.
Belong Circles
“A Belong Circle is an intentional gathering of 10 people
who believe in a world of equity and dignity for each of
us. Belong Circles are a response to a narrative that tells
us that it is either us or them, dividing us and making us
believe there is not enough for all to thrive. Belong Circles
provide spaces for us to build relationships of trust,
connect across our differences, imagine what our
communities should be and create opportunities to turn
this vision into reality by taking prophetic action
together.”
Are you interested in being part of such a Circle?
Circles meet four times.
Contact Katie for more information.
PUMA Dinner
May 23rd at 6:15pm Hillsdale UMC in San Mateo
Rev. Craig Brown Executive Director of Congregational
Development for the CA-NV Annual Conference will be
the featured speaker. The cost of the dinner is $15 per
person. Let Katie know by May 13th if you want to attend.

Key Box Update:
What's "the video closet" and the "double door
closet"? Which key do you use to put something in the
"Thorburn Closet", or find the awnings used for
Hometown Holidays? What good is a Rm 5 piano key if
Rm 5 doesn't have a piano in it?
It was time to update the church key collection to reflect
the current usage, and group the keys together according
to their usage. So, you will find the education keys on the
first row of the key cabinet, the United Methodist
Women and kitchen keys together, and all the Trusties
keys at the bottom. You may notice that some of the
slots are empty. Someone walked off with a few of the
office set of keys. If you find that you have church keys
(that were not assigned to you), please turn them in to
Janice McOmber, who is trying to get the keys sorted out.
Needed: Children’s Books
I have a “little library” in front of my house. It is a free
library that I keep stocked with mostly kids’ books,
everything from board books to chapter books for teens. I
support the Friends of the RWC Library when they sell
books for 25 cents each to help keep the library stocked.
Lately, my little library needs to be re-stocked almost
weekly! If you have any gently used children’s books,
please bring them to church! (Or contact me and I will
pick them up.) Any help appreciated.
Thanks, Lisa Hicks
650-363-0307 dumanske@astound.net
(Belated) Congratulations to our own Carla Silla!
In November, Carla Sillin, RCLF Treasurer and Community
Volunteer Director, received the 2018 Unsung Hero
award from the Interservice Club Coordinating Council
(ISCCC) of Redwood City. The award recognizes Carla’s
outstanding leadership and tireless efforts in addressing
and raising awareness about issues of literacy and gradelevel reading in our community. In recognition, she
received certificates from several city and state
politicians. Carla has volunteered with RCLF since 2011,
chaired the Foundation’s Event and Marketing
Committee, and been Treasurer and a member of the
Governance Committee. She is also active and on the
board of Sequoia YMCA.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

10

11

17

18

23

24

25

Puma Dinner
6:15 pm

9:30 am
Katharine
Parker,
Missionary

Choir Practice
7:30 pm

5
10:30 Worship
10:45 Sun Sch
11:45-1:30 UMYF
11:30 Coffee
Fellowship)
11:45 Adult
Spiritual
Formation

12

6

19

26
10:30 Worship
10:45 Sun Sch
11:45-1:30 UMYF
11:30 Coffee
Fellowship
11:45 Adult
Spiritual
Formation

8

13

9

Choir Practice
7:30 pm

Noon
Watters Hall

10:30 Family
Worship
11:45-1:30 UMYF
11:30 Fellowship
11:45 Adult
Spiritual
Formation

10:30 Worship
10:45 Sun Sch
11:45-1:30 UMYF
11:30 Coffee
Fellowship
11:45 Adult
Spiritual
Formation

7

14

15

16

Trustees
Meeting
7 pm

Choir Practice
7:30 pm

20

21

22

3:00
Finance
3:30
Ad Council

Watters Hall
Choir Practice
7:30 pm

27

28

29

30

Choir Practice
7:30 pm

31

