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Dear Friends, 

I’m writing this on the eve of Annual Conference, and by the time you read it Conference will be over, 
and I’ll be back in your midst. After four years of meeting in Burlingame, this year we are meeting in Modesto, 
so I’ll be trading in my usual blue jeans for slightly cooler clothes. Over the past month or so United Methodists, 
both pastors and church members, have been meeting for worship and reports, fellowship and discernment, 
business and reflection. People have come together to continue discerning how we follow Jesus, how we 
respond to the needs of our world, and how do we share with others the good news of Jesus Christ. 
 

For many of us it’s that last question that can be the hardest. Here at WRUMC we follow Jesus and respond 
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to the needs of the world (they often look pretty similar, don’t they?) through youth mission projects and 
serving in our local community. We show up to meetings of the Board of Supervisors and to visit those in the 
hospital. We worship and study and uphold one another in prayer. But saying, “I’m doing this because I follow 
Jesus,” well, that can start to make us a bit uncomfortable. We want them to “know we are Christians by our 
love.” Unfortunately, Christians don’t always behave with love, but that’s probably a different newsletter 
article. 

 The beauty of church is that we get to practice radical love over and over again. We get to practice 
loving when it isn’t necessarily convenient, easy, or exactly what we want to be doing at the moment. We get 
to practice loving the child who talks during worship or wanders around a bit. We get to practice loving people 
who don’t always remember to lock the doors behind them. We get to practice loving people who would solve 
problems differently than we do. We get to love people who complain about how it is that we solve problems!  

In the adult spiritual formation class that meets after worship we’ve been reading Sacred Resistance. I 
say a bit more about this elsewhere in the newsletter. At the beginning of the book the author invites us into 
two scriptures as spiritual practice for the work of sacred resistance. The first is Isaiah 43:1-7:  
              But now, says the LORD—the one who created you, Jacob, the one who formed you, Israel: Don’t fear,      
              for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name; you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I  
              will be with you; when through the rivers, they won’t sweep over you. When you walk through the fire,  
              you won’t be scorched and flame won’t burn you. I am the LORD your God, the holy one of Israel, your  
              savior… Don’t fear, I am with you. From the east I’ll bring your children; from the west I’ll gather you. I’ll  
              say to the north, “Give them back!” and to the south, “Don’t detain them.” Bring my sons from far  
              away, and my daughters from the end of the earth, everyone who is called by my name and whom I  
              created for my glory, whom I have formed and made. 

Before we do anything else we’re called to rest in God’s tender love and care. As you go through each day, God 
says, “Don’t fear, I have redeemed you. Don’t fear I am with you. I have called you by name; you are mine.” 
When there are so many things to be afraid of, so many reasons to be anxious, letting God’s love just wash over 
us is always a good place to start. 

Then after we’ve rested in God’s love author Ginger Gaines-Cirelli invites us to live into these words from 
Matthew’s gospel: 
               You are the light of the world. A city on top of a hill can’t be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and   
               put it under a basket. Instead, they put it on top of a lampstand, and it shines on all who are in the  
               house. In the same way, let your light shine before people, so they can see the good things you do and  
               praise your Father who is in heaven. 

“Let your light shine before people, so they can see the good things you do and praise your Father who is in 
heaven.” That’s the call to bear witness in the world. “This little light of mine, I’m going to let it shine” so that 
God might be praised. We don’t show up at Board of Supervisors meetings or homeless shelters or in Smith 
River or San Diego so that we might be praised or so that we might get Facebook likes (if I want a lot of 
Facebook likes I need to be posting things about my kids) – we do these things so that God might be praised. 
We don’t have to be obnoxious about it. But when someone asks, or a conversation begins, we can say, “I’m 
here because I follow Jesus.” 

 So friends, let’s keep showing up. Let’s keep finding those places where God’s light needs to shine. 
Where people are walking through treacherous water or flames and need to know that God is with them too. 
Let’s keep following Jesus. 
 
See you in church,    

 



Finance Committee: 
 

Financial Facts 
   5/31/18 
Income       $80,422 
Expenses    $83,877 
Deficit           $3,455 
 

STEWARDSHIP OF PRAYER 
As Christians we give thanks for the many blessings 
in our lives. We are prayerful people who acknow- 
ledge God as the source of our most precious gifs of 
time, talents and treasures. In our silent reflection, 
prayer before meals, at worship and other times, 
we acknowledge God as Father, God as Lord, God as 
Spirit who inspires and energizes us. 
 

UMC Stewardship 
 
 
 

 

United Methodist Women 
 

 
 

 

Members:  Evelyn Berk, Bev Barr, Barbara Fleenor,  
Betty Kibbe, Helen Lomas, Mary Marchini, Jean 
Massing, Helen Marin and Mary Nelson. 

Absent:  Alice Allen, Carole Clarke, Jane Day, Anne 
Hinton and Elizabeth Prasad. 

On the fourth of June nine members met at the 
IHop Restaurant for lunch.  Betty brought colorful 
Hawaiian decorations and treats for us. 

Mary Nelson and Helen Lomas plan to attend the 
Cal/Nevada UMW 2018 Mission Conference in San 
Jose on Saturday, August 4th.  Sign-ups are due July 
1st. 

Prayers were offered for the Sillin Family, Jan 
Ireland and those who were unable to attend due 
to illness or travel. 

We plan to meet on September 3rd, Labor Day at 
Watters Hall at noon.  Betty Kibbe will be our 
hostess. 

October 1st           Bev Barr and Barbara Fleenor 
November 5th     Evelyn Berk and Mary Marchini 
December 3rd     Helen Marin 

Bev has already delivered fifteen personal care bags 
to the Service League in Redwood City.   

 

Helen Lomas                                                                                                                             

 

 

 

Karen Ross      July 5  

Jim Yoder      July 8  

Liam Dumanske  July 8 

Cheryl McGovern  July 11 

Warren Dale  July 14 

Michael Taylor  July 19  

Cleo Jackson  July 25 

Stefanie Sillin   July 26  

Diana Reddy    July 28 

Rebecca Reddy July 29 

Gordon & Betty Kibbe                       July 11 

Margret & Glen Christoffersen        July 25 



 
 

 
Guest Preachers 
This July we have the pleasure of welcoming two 
guest preachers to our pulpit. On July 8th the Rev. 
Sina Vuna will share the good news with Woodside 
Road UMC and on July 22nd it'll be Rev. Alyss 
Swanson's turn. Both Sina and Alyss are newly 
commissioned deacons in the Cal-Nev Annual 
Conference of the United Methodist Church. 
Deacons are called to lead the church in 
compassion and justice ministries, sometimes they 
are appointed to congregations and sometimes to 
ministries beyond the local church. We are blessed 
to have Sina and Alyss with us this summer!  
 
Adult Spiritual Formation and Study 
Together we’re exploring Ginger Gaines-Cirelli’s 
book, Sacred Resistance: A Practical Guide to 
Christian Witness and Dissent. Sacred Resistance is 
more than just showing up at a rally or march or 
letter writing or voting (although it’s all of these 
things too!). When congregations practice sacred 
resistance they practice resisting that which is not 
of God, or as Gaines-Cirelli puts it, “congregations 
will cultivate an inward posture that centers on God 
and resists all that is not God. It means that 
Christian communities will understand themselves 
as participants in God’s ongoing creative work of 
love, compassion, mending, and making new. It 
means that this cultivation and understanding 
prepare people and whole faith communities to be 
ready in moments of crisis to discern where and 
how God is calling them to respond.” 

Want to know more? Join us in July following 
worship on the 1st, 15th, and 29th! (That means 
we’re not meeting on the 8th or 22nd). 

 
United Methodists at Silicon Valley Pride 
We are invited to join with other United Methodists 
in Silicon Valley Pride. The celebration is Sunday 
August 26th and includes a parade (featuring a 
giant Jesus!) and hospitality booth. Please let Katie 
know if you are interested!  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sierra Service Project 
The mission team leaves early in the morning on 
July 8th! You can write to a member of the team 
here (send mail early so it has time to get there):  

First & Last Name 
Sierra Service Project 
General Delivery 
Smith River, CA 95567 
Who is going,” you ask? 

Rebecca Frost, Nico Guarino, Ashley Hodgens, Jane 
Petelo, Katie Goetz, Vince Hodgens, and Andy 
Troung. Let’s shower these folks (especially the 
youth!) with mail and love. 
 

Backpacks for Samaritan House 

This year we are collecting supplies for Middle 

School backpacks for Samaritan House. We are also 

invited to participate in the backpack distribution in 

Redwood City on August 11th (time to be 

announced as the project gets closer).  

Supplies needed (if you donate all of these supplies 

they can go in a single backpack. If you buy 

individual items, please don't pack them in a 

backpack): 
 

Backpack  12 #2 pencils    
2 glue sticks  1 white glue 
1 pink eraser  1 pencil case 
5 blue pens  2 red pens 
1 ruler   2 1" binders  
2 pocket folder  
1 geometry set 
1 adult sized scissors 
1 package washable felt markers 
1 package colored pencils 
2 packages college ruled loose leaf paper 
2 composition books 
2 single subject spiral notebooks 
1 non-scientific calculator 
1 agenda book/student planner 
 

 



 July 2018 
    

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
10:30 Worship 
10:45 Sun Sch 
11:45 – 1:30 

UMYF  
11:30 Coffee 
Fellowship 

11:45 
Adult Spiritual 

Formation 

2 
 

 

 

 

 

Noon 

Watters Hall 

 
 
 

3 
 

 

4 

 
 

Church Office 
Closed 

 

5 

 

6 
 

7 
 

8                     
10:30 Worship 

11:45 – 1:30 
UMYF  

11:30 Coffee 
Fellowship 

11:45 
Youth Mission 

Trip 

9 
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12    
 

 

 

13 14 
 

15 
10:30 Worship  
10:45 Sun Sch 

11:45-1:30 
UMYF  

11:30 Coffee 
Fellowship 

11:45 
Adult Spiritual 

Formation 

16                    
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

17 

 

 

18 19 
 

 

 

20 21 
 

 
 
 
 

Katie out of 
Office  

            22        
10:30 Worship  
10:45 Sun Sch 

11:45-1:30 
UMYF  

11:30 Coffee 
Fellowship 

11:45 
 Katie out of 

Office 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

24 
 

 
 

25 
 
 
 
 

 

26 
 

 

 

27 
 
 

28 
 

29               
  10:30 

Worship 
10:45 Sun Sch 

11:45-1:30 
UMYF  

11:30 Coffee 
Fellowship 

11:45 
Adult Spiritual 

Formation 

30 
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September Events 
Can you believe it’s time to think about September already? Mark your calendars for the 
following events and watch for more information: 
- The third annual campfire night will be Saturday, September 8th. 
- We will cook and serve breakfast for First Steps family shelter again on Friday, September 

21st and Saturday, September 22nd. 
 

 

 

 

On June 1st and 2nd Woodside 

Road UMC again partnered with 

First Church, UCC to prepare 

breakfast for the First Steps Family 

Shelter in San Mateo. Together we 

made and served pancakes, fruit, 

muffins, and sausage. Many thanks 

to God for these dedicated 

servants, especially those who 

washed the dishes! 


